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provisions of § 1410.34, an extension of
such protection; and

(ii) reduce production flexibility con-
tract acres enrolled under part 1412 of
this chapter or CRP acres enrolled
under this part so that the total of
such acres does not exceed the total
cropland on the farm;

(5) Comply with all requirements of
part 12 of this title;

(6) Not allow grazing, harvesting, or
other commercial use of any crop from
the cropland subject to such contract
except for those periods of time ap-
proved in accordance with instructions
issued by the Deputy Administrator;

(7) Establish and maintain the re-
quired vegetative or water cover and
the required practices on the land sub-
ject to such contract and take other
actions that may be required by CCC to
achieve the desired environmental ben-
efits and to maintain the productive
capability of the soil throughout the
CRP contract period;

(8) Comply with noxious weed laws of
the applicable State or local jurisdic-
tion on such land;

(9) Control on land subject to such
contract all weeds, insects, pests and
other undesirable species to the extent
necessary to ensure that the establish-
ment and maintenance of the approved
cover is adequately protected and to
provide such maintenance as nec-
essary, or may be specified in the CRP
conservation plan, to avoid an adverse
impact on surrounding land, taking
into consideration water quality, wild-
life, and other needs, as determined by
the Deputy Administrator; and

(10) Be jointly and severally respon-
sible, if the participant has a share of
the payment greater than zero, with
the other contract participants for
compliance with such contract and the
provisions of this part and for any re-
funds or payment adjustments which
may be required for violations of any of
the terms and conditions of the CRP
contract and provisions of this part.

[62 FR 7625, Feb. 19, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 7953, Feb. 16, 2000]

§ 1410.21 Obligations of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation.

CCC shall, subject to the availability
of funds:

(a) Share the cost with participants
of establishing eligible practices speci-
fied in the conservation plan at the lev-
els and rates of cost-sharing deter-
mined in accordance with the provi-
sions of this part;

(b) Pay to the participant for a pe-
riod of years not in excess of the con-
tract period an annual rental payment
in such amounts as may be specified in
the CRP contract;

(c) Provide such technical assistance
as may be necessary to assist the par-
ticipant in carrying out the CRP con-
tract; and

(d) Permit grazing on CRP land to
the extent determined appropriate by
the Deputy Administrator where the
grazing is incidental to the gleaning of
crop residues on fields where the con-
tracted land is located. Such incidental
gleaning shall be limited to the 7-
month period in which grazing of con-
servation use acreage was previously
allowed, as determined by CCC, in a
State under the provisions of the Agri-
cultural Act of 1949, as amended, or
after the producer harvests the grain
crop of the surrounding field. Further,
CCC may provide approval of the inci-
dental grazing of the CRP, but only in
exchange for an applicable reduction in
the annual rental payment, as deter-
mined appropriate by the Deputy Ad-
ministrator.

(e) Provide approval of normal for-
estry maintenance such as pruning,
thinning, and timber stand improve-
ment on lands converted to forestry
use only in accordance with a con-
servation plan in exchange for an appli-
cable reduction in the annual rental
payment as determined appropriate by
the Deputy Administrator.

§ 1410.22 Conservation plan.
(a) The applicant shall develop and

submit a conservation plan which is ac-
ceptable to NRCS and is approved by
the conservation district for the land
to be entered in the CRP. If the con-
servation district declines to review
the conservation plan, such approval
by the conservation district may be
waived.

(b) The practices included in the con-
servation plan and agreed to by the
participant must cost-effectively re-
duce erosion necessary to maintain the
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productive capability of the soil, im-
prove water quality, protect wildlife or
wetlands, protect a public well head, or
achieve other environmental benefits
as applicable.

(c) If applicable, a tree planting plan
shall be developed and included in the
conservation plan. Such tree planting
plan may allow up to 3 years to com-
plete plantings if 10 or more acres of
hardwood trees are to be established.

(d) If applicable, the conservation
plan shall address the goals included in
the conservation priority designation
authorized under § 1410.8 of this part.

(e) All conservation plans and revi-
sions of such plans shall be subject to
the approval of CCC and NRCS.

§ 1410.23 Eligible practices.
(a) Eligible practices are those prac-

tices specified in the conservation plan
that meet all standards needed to cost-
effectively:

(1) Establish permanent vegetative or
water cover, including introduced or
native species of grasses and legumes,
forest trees, and permanent wildlife
habitat;

(2) Meet other environmental bene-
fits, as applicable, for the contract pe-
riod; and

(3) Accomplish other purposes of the
program.

(b) Water cover is eligible cover for
purposes of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion only if approved by the Deputy
Administrator for purposes such as the
enhancement of wildlife or the im-
provement of water quality. Such
water cover shall not include ponds for
the purpose of watering livestock, irri-
gating crops, or raising for commercial
purposes.

§§ 1410.24–1410.29 [Reserved]

§ 1410.30 Signup.
Offers for contracts shall be sub-

mitted only during signup periods as
announced periodically by the Deputy
Administrator, except that CCC may
hold a continuous signup for land to be
devoted to particular uses, as CCC
deems desirable.

§ 1410.31 Acceptability of offers.
(a) Except as provided in paragraph

(c) of this section, producers may sub-

mit bids for the amounts they are will-
ing to accept as rental payments to en-
roll their acreage in the CRP. The bids
shall, to the extent practicable, be
evaluated on a competitive basis in
which the bids selected will be those
where the greatest environmental ben-
efits relative to cost are generated,
provided the bid is not in excess of the
maximum acceptable payment rate es-
tablished for the for the area offered by
or for the Deputy Administrator.

(b) In evaluating contract offers, dif-
ferent factors, as determined by CCC,
may be considered from time to time
for priority purposes to accomplish the
goals of the program. Such factors may
include, but are not limited to:

(1) Soil erosion;
(2) Water quality (both surface and

ground water);
(3) Wildlife benefits;
(4) Conservation priority area des-

ignations;
(5) Soil productivity;
(6) Conservation compliance consid-

erations;
(7) Likelihood that enrolled land will

remain in conserving uses beyond the
contract period, which may be indi-
cated by, for example, tree planting,
permanent wildlife habitat, or commit-
ments by a participant to a State or
other entity to extend the conservation
plan;

(8) Air quality; and
(9) Cost of enrolling acreage in the

program.
(c) Acreage determined eligible for

continuous signup, as provided in
§ 1410.30, shall be automatically accept-
ed in the program if the:

(1) Land is eligible in accordance
with the applicable provisions of
§ 1410.6, as determined by the Deputy
Administrator;

(2) Applicant is eligible in accordance
with the provisions of § 1410.5; and

(3) Applicant accepts either the max-
imum payment rate CCC is willing to
offer to enroll the acreage in the pro-
gram or a lesser rate.

§ 1410.32 CRP contract.
(a) In order to enroll land in the CRP,

the participant must enter into a con-
tract with CCC.

(b) The CRP contract will be com-
prised of:
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